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(rreetings from Missourt
WOwW!!

What a ereat mecting in TAMPA! John and Barb Messina and the staff at 'l'ampa
Spring put wogether a (irst class meeting, On behall ol everyone there, a greal big
Thank you! Everything was just wonderful, including the weather, John promised No
Snow, and he delivered. We had excellent (acilitics, with good [ood, and a great
program with something [or everyone. We had more vendors with more products than
any TARA meeting 1 have cver attended. Again I say 'Thank You!

Fducation and growlih seemn (o be heard a lot at this meeting in Tampa. TARA has been known for its Technical
programs thru out the years, and as long as I have been coming to mectings the need for our organization to move West
has been a constant theme. Tt is my challenge (o all TARA members (o make this happen.

Bob Razenbere and Bill Hinchelilfe are working on this year’s technical program. Please help these centlemen. Give
them your input on what we need, volunteer to host an ¢vent, participate when the events arc booked. Paul Jonces and
John Messina are membership chairmen. Tlelp these gentlemen grow TARA. Il you know ol a potential member, starl
talking to them about TARA. Paul and John arc only two members; ‘LTara’s growth depends on everyone getting
involved with the membership process. Your Li-board has taken this challenge scrivusly. 'We have a list of 15 stales
wesl of (the Mississippi that is going o be our target states for growth, With your help we will add members (rom these
statcs.

Washinglon Utah Arizoma Kansas
Orcgon Montana Wyoming Oklahoma
Nevada Colorado New Mexico California
Idaho North Dakola South 1xakota

Our goal is to have 50 regular members and grow our other membership in the next two years. Let’s make this happen.

In our TARA regular busingss meeting a pilol program was voled on (o start a scholarship program, and (und it (or two
years at a total cost of four thonsand dollars. T'wo, one thousand

Dollar scholarships will be made available in the spring ol 2007, and again in the spring ol 2008,

At that time Tara will reevaluate this program and decide whether 1o renew it Application forms will ba available this
fall, so if you know of some young person with tics to TARA, check out these applications in the fall,

Tn other business three advisors 1o the E-board will be appointed lrom Associate, Related Tndustry, and Allied members.
These members will sit in on the E-board meetings give us their input on Tara’s (wure direction

One last story (rom Tampa, | had numerous conversations during the meeting but one sticks in my mind. A member (old
me what a great fricndship we had and how if it weren't for TARA we never would have met. 1 told this gentleman that
Iwent to a truck equipment convention a number of years ago. 1 went into that meeting of around 500 people not
knowing anyone, When Tlel1 T still didn’( know anyone. TARA meetings present the opportunity 10 meet new people
and really gel 1o know them. ‘This has been a (remendous assel not only Lo me but to my family. [Thope we always pul.
people first.

Don’t [orget the Mid-America Truck Show in T.ouisville Kentucky March 23-25,

Unitil next month,
Dudley Powell












